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Good morning, Seaholm.  Over the weekend, as you have probably heard by now, 

a young man entered a grocery store in a predominantly black community and 

opened fire, killing 10 and wounding others.  His motivation was racial and we 

now know that he considers himself a white supremacist.  This horrendous act, 

and his evil intention to kill and harm those whose skin color is different from his 

own seems almost beyond comprehension, but sadly we must grapple with the 

terrible consequences of a heart filled with hate.  A difficult part of growing up, is 

confronting the hard truths of life—and one is that evil exists in our world.  

This year we’ve been rocked with that fact several times, unfortunately. It doesn’t 

get easier to comprehend as you get older—I’m sure your teachers will attest to 

that.  Right now, though, we need to resolve to take this event and pour love back 

into our own hearts and our own community.  Reach out to your friends of color 

and express your warm and caring thoughts.  Now is the time to be 

compassionate.  While it is difficult and awkward to find the words, make the 

effort because that very effort will be appreciated and the silence can be 

interpreted as indifference. Martin Luther King, Jr. told us that "Our lives begin to 

end the day we become silent about things that matter.”  Recommit your own 

heart to open itself to all people—regardless of differences.  Verbalize that 

commitment. 

To our black students and staff, on behalf of the Seaholm faculty, we pledge to 

continue to reflect on our own practices and teach not only tolerance but also the 

celebration of the myriad colorful differences among us all.    

Finally, I would like to take a moment to bow our heads in honor of those who 

died as they simply went about their lives.   

Thank you, Seaholm.  Students, if you feel you need further support, please reach 

out to a counselor or another trusted adult in our building.   


